ever saw, let alone eolleet, a Cape Barren Goose in Tasmania. Aeeording 
to Whittell (The Literature of Australian Birds, 1954, p. 37), Labillar- 
dière colleeted a Cape Barren Goose on 12 Deeember 1792 at Observatory 
Island, Archipelago of the Reeherehe. 


At first sight Cereopsis cinereus Vieillot (Nouveau Dictionnaire .. . 
5, 1816: 516) might seem to be an older name for the western suspeeies. 
However it is elearly based on Latham’s deseription of C. novaehollandiae 
(for a photoeopy of which, 1 am grateful to Dr. D. L. Serventy). Two years 
later when he deseribed Anser griseus, Vieillot did not mention Cereopsis 
cinereus; he was obviously unaware that the two names applied to the 
same species. 


A mueh later name for the western subspecies is Cereopsis novae- 
hollandiae georgi Mathews (Novit. zool., 18, 1912: 446), based on a single 
specimen from North Twin Peak Island, Arehipelago of the Reeherehe, 
said to be darker and larger than eastern birds. Though Mathews’ figure 
of the Cape Barren Goose (Bds Aust., 4, pl. 204, opp. p. 44) is based on 
the type of georgi, it does not depiet the characters of the western sub- 
species: the leg coloration is more like that of eastern birds, and the 
median white stripe on the erown and nape is omitted. 


—G. M. STORR, Western Australian Museum. 


Sea Lions Breeding on North Fisherman Island, Western Australia.— 
Australian sea lions Neopltoca cinerea eurrently range from the south-east 
of South Australia to Shark Bay, Western Australia. However, colonies 
oecur Only between Houtman Abrolhos, near Geraldton, W.A., and the 
Pages, east of Kangaroo Island, S.A. On 6 September 1979 I visited North 
Fisherman Island some 5km offshore from Green Head (about 21 km 
perth of Jurien Bay), W.A., where a small breeding colony of sea lions 
resides. 


North Fisherman Island, 30°08’S., 114°57°E., is only 1.5 heetares in 
area and measures 110m by 104m. It is a low-lying aeolian limestone 
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Fig. 1.—Breeding bull (note whitish mane and relative size) and 13 
breeding eows. 
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island, wedge-shaped in elevation and rising to about 10 m above sea level 
(Johnstone, 1978). There is a sandy beach on the eastern side of the island 
where small boats can land through gaps in surrounding reefs. 


On the day in question, which was fine (16°C) and calm with a light 
north-westerly breezc, 39 sea lions were present on the beach or at the 
water’s edgc. This number was made up of 19 brecding females, 17 pups 
and yearlings, and 3 males—two adult and onc sub-adult. Two very small 
dead pups were also found further inland on higher ground. The youngest 
living pups were estimated to be from 6 to 8 weeks old and the age 
range of the pups and yearlings was similar to that observed on Kangaroo 
Island at about the same time of this year (Ling and Walkcr, unpublished 
clat), Thus pupping appears to have occurred simultancously at both 
ocalitics, 


However, breeding is not contemporaneous over the sea lion's cntire 
range in South Australia, since pupping did not occur simultancously at 
other colonies, e.g., Dangcrous Reef, Nuyts Archipclago and Olive and 
Purdic Islands. To date there is insufficient information to be able to 
determine the reproductive cycle at these known breeding sites. 


The figures reported here agree closely with those of Chapman and 
Kitehcner (1977) who also stated that the period of births appcars to 
extend throughout the year, with the proportion of newborn young in 
the colony being highest in May and Junc. However, Ling and Walker 
(1978) have suggested that Neophoca has an 18-month brecding cycle— 
at least on Kangaroo Island—and it would be intcresting to ascertain if 
this is true of North Fisherman Island. 

A careful analysis of pup counts and birth dates, particularly among 
individually recognisable cows (in the absence of marked animals), should 
provide a more precise indication of the sea lion’s brecding cycle near 
the western end of its range. Furthermore, similar data are required from 
all major breeding sites throughout the range in order to detcrminc the 
population trends of this widely ranging, numerically rare species. 
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CORRECTION 


_ Two corrections arc necessary for the Ficld and Study item, “Brecd- 
ing behaviour in the atherine fish Craterocephalus”, by W. H. Butler in 
the preceding issue, W. Aust. Nat., 14 (6), August 1979; 158. 

In paragraph 3, the sentences in line 5, following “. . . vigorous jets 
of water to be thrown into the air”, should read: “As each wave ebbed 
fish werc Icft stranded hcadstanding above the water-line. The vertically 
held tails flicked vigorously.” 

In paragraph 2 the mcusurements in line 9 should read “35.0 to 40.0 
mm.” 
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